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From Iaq Murray
airo

The River Nile is drying up. Eight

H | successive years of drought in the.

Ethiopian Highlands have .deg‘lete'r'
the stocks in Lake Nasser, behind fhe
Aswan High Dam, to their lowest
levels since 1968, By next Jjuly, if
Egypt continues to use water at the
present rate, stocks will be.exhausted.
The underlying trends emerged in a
report last July prepared for the
Egyptian Government by Sir Mur-
doch Macdonald and Partners, a firm
of Cambridge consultants whose
founder worked on the original Brit-
ish-built Aswan Dam. .

What makes these trends dramatic
is that this year’s annual floods, which
it was hoped would restore healthy
levels, have all but failed, thus
denying the Nile the waters which
made 1t the cradle of civilization 7,000
years ago. The floods were among the
smallest this century, scarcely more
than in 1984 when they were all but
non-existent.

Some consequences are already
being felt. The output of hydro-
electricity from the High Dam, which

supplies up to 40 per cent of Egypt’s

Che mighty cradle of civilization is drying up

needs, is falling because the lower
water levels produce less power for the
turbines,

Levels cannot be allowed to drop

" 00 low or the turbines would be

wrecked by tiny air bubbles sucked in
with the water and then imploding as’
they flow over the blades. To prevent
that, power output might need to be
cut by up togg_wem next summer,
when so much energy is required for’
air conditioning and refrigeration.

Navigation in the river is also at risk
with Jower water levels. A number of
the gshallow dravght cruise ships,
which bring much-needed tourist
trade to Upper Egypt, grounded this
summer. Next year, navigation is
likely to be even more difficult.

Most serious of all is the threat to
Egypt's agricultural production, which
relies totally on Nile water for
irrigation. Some experts calculate that
there will have 1o be cuts of atleast 15

T cent ifthe crisis is to be overcome.

15" comes at a time when the
Government is encouraging settlers to
“invade the desert” to make Egypt
self-sufficient in food

The Aswan High Dam went into
operation in 1966-67 to regulate the

N

flow of water from the arnual floagy
in August and September. Under the
terms of the Nile Water Agreement;
which calculated the average annygj
flow at 84 milliards (one milliard is 3
- cubic kilometre of water) Egypt coulq
take 55.5 and Sudan could 1ake 13,5,
Regular rains in the Highland

. feeding the Blue Nile, and an li‘hnnaluf‘
+rally high level in Lake Victoria)
meant that by 1978 the dam was
storing almost two years’ supply for
Egypt. ‘ !
Since then, however, minfall hag
dropped away and Lake Victoria hag
shrunk back to more normal levels,
Since 1979, the floods have neve'
been capable of ishing the
amount Egypt has been taking. i
At the moment, when the level is gy

its highest afier_the annual floods,|
there are only 17 milliards in slock.(
No more floodwater will arrive untj]!
next August, and climatologists are
pessimistic_about the chances for 3!
rainy year in 1988. {
Research, partly at Bracknell, hys'
shown that a climatic change seems i,
be taking place in the area which feed:
the Nile. Water in the south.
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